CHAPTER XIII.

THE  SEVENTIETH   BIRTHDAY,  AND  LATER  YEARS.

1877-1884.

UPON the approach of the seventieth anniver-
sary of Whittier's birth, the " Literary World"
published, in its issue of December 1, 1877, a
remarkable array of tributes in verse and prose.
Longfellow led off the singing choir with his
charming sonnet, " The Three Silences;" Bayard
Taylor sent "A Friend's Greeting," and E. C.
Stedman, " Ad Vatem." Dr. Holmes, Paul H.
Hayne, J. G. Holland, G. P. Lathrop, Hiram
Eich, William Lloyd Garrison, Lydia Maria
Child, James Freeman Clarke, W. S. Shurtleff,
Celia Thaxter, Charlotte F. Bates, Elizabeth
Stuart Phelps, Lucy Larcom, Israel Washburn,
Jr., Henry Morford, C. P. Cranch, and Thomas S.
Collier sent poems. Letters full of warm friend-
ship and deep respect came from the venerable
Eichard H. Dana, W. C. Bryant, George Bancroft,
Harriet Beecher Skrwe, Francis Parkman, T.
W. Higginson, Charles W. Eliot, Eobert Collyer,
George William Curtis, and Charles B. Eice.
Such an array of great names in literature had
not before been seen together in a single number
of an American journal. Whittier was deeply
touched by this outpouring of the hearts of his